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2022 Finalists Giving Guide 
Women’s Giving Circle (WGC) Mission: 

Through collective giving, collaboration, and shared faith, the  

Catholic Community Foundation Women’s Giving Circle seeks to promote 

philanthropy that empowers women, compels action, and glorifies God. 

 

2022 Key Dates 

 

Friday, April 1: Round 2 of voting opens 

Wednesday, April 6: Round 2 of voting closes at 11:59 p.m. 

 

Tuesday, April 19 (10:30 a.m.): Celebration Mass & Grant Awards 

St. Ann Church & Shrine | 3601 Transcontinental Drive Metairie 
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2022 WGC Committees 

Thank you to our committee volunteers for their guidance, wisdom, and prayers.

Executive Committee 

Jan Tate, Co-Chair 

Deborah Blancher, Co-Chair 

Darlene Robert * 

Lauren Brennan Brower 

 

Grants Committee 

Celie Clark 

Isabel Cowley 

Laura Mansfield 

Sharon Rodi 

                              Julie Vanderbrook 

   

 

Steering Committee  

Linda Capitelli 

Anne Dardis 

Denise Redmann Hoffman 

Mary Jeandron 

Mary Johnson 

Lauren Lagarde 

Jane Landry 

Debbie Maniglia 

Blanche McCloskey 

Jane Nalty* 

Cindy Nolan 

Sueann North 

Stacy Pellerin* 

Mary Jo Relle 

Paulette Renaudin 

Judy Salathe 

Claire Stahel 

 

* Past Chairs 

Funding Eligibility 
 

Since 2016, the Catholic Community Foundation’s Women’s Giving Circle has awarded nearly $877,000 

in grants. Organizations also have received gifts of time and talent from members as volunteers. 

 

Organizations Eligible to Receive Funding: The organizations included in your Giving Guide have been 

confirmed as being in relationship with the Archdiocese of New Orleans or are Non-Archdiocesan 

organizations which have been reviewed by foundation leadership on a case-by-case basis to ensure 

that their missions and programs comply with the teachings of the Roman Catholic Church. 

 

Ineligible Organizations for 2022: Organizations which received substantial grants in 2021 will not be 

eligible for funding in 2022. This allows our Giving Circle to be introduced to new organizations and 

missions. 
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2022 Focus Area: Non-parish based Wrap-around Enrichment Services 

for Pre-K Through 7th Grade Students 
 

Recognizing the continued challenges of the past year upon so many throughout our community, the 

Catholic Community Foundation’s 2022 Women’s Giving Circle Executive Committee has identified non-

parish organizations offering wrap-around enrichment services for Pre-K to 7th grade students as its  

grant focus. 

 

Over the last two years, educators have faced pandemic-driven remote schooling and also widespread 

inequities in education and in society that have been made obvious by the COVID-19 virus. As schools 

were forced to switch to distance learning overnight, huge disparities became undeniable: vulnerable 

children face poverty, hunger, mental health issues, lack of computers and Internet access, and 

consequent fears of falling behind. 

 

Wrap-around services focus upon the needs of the individual child, wrapping around the child in his 

home, school, and community to meet his needs. Addressing these needs fosters the child’s creativity, 

promotes psychological well-being, and stimulates a rich interior (spiritual) life, allowing the child to feel 

healthy, safe, supported, engaged, and challenged. Services provided through wrap-around programs 

can include: case management; counseling; crisis care and outreach; education/special education 

services and tutoring, and support groups. 

 

 

2022 Potential Grantees (to appear on Ballot for Voting Round 2) 

 

Aspiring Scholars, New Orleans     
aspiringscholarsla.org 

 Aspiring Scholars is a 501(c)3 organization associated with the Catholic Community Foundation 

and is approved by the State of Louisiana as a school tuition organization (STO). Individuals and 

businesses that donate to the program will receive a 95% tax credit earned when the donation is 

made. The remaining 5% of the donation qualifies for a federal charitable contribution 

deduction.  Donors have the choice to direct their funds to a particular group of schools (for 

instance, the Catholic schools in their local community) or they can designate their gift to a 

specific student if that student has a special needs designation.  

 Mission: The high-quality academic and spiritual opportunities provided by Catholic Education is 

a great gift for students. The mission at Aspiring Scholars is to offer families in need the option 

for their children to experience education that is immersed in Christ’s teachings. 

 Proposed program and funding impact: A grant is requested for funding of two marketing and 

promotional videos that would help open access for families to even know that they can afford a 

Catholic education through Aspiring Scholars.  The wrap-around services that are provided 

through a Catholic education could be afforded by many families that come from failing public 

schools or entering kindergarten if they only knew of the opportunity.  One challenge for families 

that have a household income that does not exceed 250% of the federal poverty guidelines is 

simply learning of such an opportunity.  We feel that a well-produced, engaging video would help 

reach more families in that demographic and reach them specifically in their communities.  A 

video can be a simple and consistent way to share the opportunity of Aspiring Scholars that other 
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mediums could not reach or are too expensive.  For both families and the donors that can direct 

their state taxes, a series of quality videos can truly change the path of children and families for 

generations to come.   

 Checklist: 

_____ _____ _____ 

Reputation Proposed Work Connection 

                  

Catholic Counseling Center, New Orleans                            
nolacatholiccounseling.com 

 This ministry was founded in 2012 to provide quality counseling and psychotherapy services that 

uphold the integrity of the Catholic faith to those individuals and families in need of assistance 

primarily in the civil parishes of Orleans, Jefferson, and St. Tammany.  

 Mission: CCS is committed to providing affordable, quality counseling to the people of the 

Archdiocese of New Orleans. 

 Proposed program and funding impact: CCS will provide direct clinical services for children 

through individual counseling, play, and group therapy. The funds would also be used to expand 

CCC services by developing social skills groups and increase access to mental health services by 

providing mental health services on either a sliding scale or pro bono.  As well, a small portion of 

the funds would be used to enrich resources by purchasing puppets, sensory toys, and other 

manipulatives. Particularly in light of the challenges of the past couple of years, these clinical 

services are crucial in providing wrap-around aid for these children in crisis. 

 Checklist: 

_____ _____ _____ 

Reputation Proposed Work Connection 

 

Dominican Peace Center, New Orleans                            
thepeacecenternola .org 

 Dominican Peace Center services 123 clients in Orleans parish in the Broadmoor neighborhood. 

 Mission: With Jesus at its heart, the Peace Center strives “to build, preach peace, and be peace” 

with the residents of the area surrounding the center. 

 Proposed program and funding impact: The Dominican Peace Center offers enrichment programs 

for youth in the Gert Town-Fontainebleau area in kindergarten through 8th grade. (This funding 

would be through 7th grade.)  These programs include after-school homework assistance, 

educational field trips, and summer camps.  The Center is requesting funds to send 16-20 

students that the Center helps throughout the year to summer camps at Dominican, Jesuit, and 

other Catholic schools.  Cost per student is $1000. The few students who have been able to 

attend in the past have benefitted immensely from the experience.  The funds would cover camp 

fees, school supplies, uniforms, and field trips.  Additional funds would assist with social and 

emotional learning components during the year and transportation.  The Dominican sisters and 

staff will support these low-income youth in applying for camp, transportation, and participation. 

Providing these type of summer opportunities to “expand the worlds” of each of these students 

are essential to the growth of the child and important “wrap-around services. 

 Checklist: 

_____ _____ _____ 

Reputation Proposed Work Connection 
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Hotel Hope, New Orleans 

hotelhope.org                                                                                                      

 Founded in 2013, Hotel Hope serves an average 300 single homeless mothers and their children 

each year. 

 Mission: Hotel Hope is a non-profit organization which provides temporary housing to homeless 

women and their children, guiding them to becoming independent and self-empowering through 

case management. 

 Proposed program and funding impact: Hotel Hope (HH) would like to “broaden the children’s 

horizons” by creating two outdoor murals in an outdoor playing space.  These murals would 

preserve and perpetuate the culture of the people who call New Orleans home.  An integral part 

of this work of public art is sharing the stories and photos of HH families and the roles that safe 

housing and safe living for all play in the visual representation of the mural design showing self-

empowerment.  The community of former guests, staff, board members, volunteers, and funders 

may join in on the beautification of these walls.  Families may also engage in art for therapy with 

artwork workshops. Self-expression through art provides a far-reaching wrap-around service for 

each of the children. 

 Checklist: 

_____ _____ _____ 

Reputation Proposed Work Connection 

 

Immaculate Conception School, Marrero 

https://www.icschargers.org/ 

 Founded in 1924, Immaculate Conception School now serves 740 students in Jefferson Parish 

 Mission:  Immaculate Conception School aims to educate each student for Catholic living in 

present-day society, as evidenced by service to God, to neighbor and to country. 

 Proposed program and funding impact: Thirty of the Immaculate Conception School (ICS) 

students (about 10%) have been identified as having a specific learning disability in reading 

and/or a form of a language disorder. Twenty of the thirty-five students have been identified as 

having ADHD. The school administrators suspect that these above-mentioned students and 

statistics are neither accurate nor truly reflective of the true picture because these are only the 

identified ones. ICS has far more who are struggling but who have not yet been specifically 

identified or evaluated. Additionally, ICS will be absorbing approximately 100 students from a 

closing school, St. Rosalie, many of whom are in need of service. This growing population of 

special needs students would benefit from specific instructional approaches designed to meet 

their needs and a tailored learning environment that supports them. These individual students 

could benefit greatly from a learning lab complete with multisensory manipulatives, spaces 

designed with furniture and resources to meet their need for movement, quiet spaces with 

headphones and software to help them decipher reading material. ICS wishes to expand existing 

services by providing a dyslexia approach like Orton-Gillingham. The school currently has a space 

it would like to redesign and provide added materials for these struggling learners, as well as 

more thorough training and professional learning opportunities for our faculty. ICS would also 

like to enhance services by providing screening services.  ICS truly recognizes the value of wrap-

around services. 

 Checklist: 

_____ _____ _____ 

Reputation Proposed Work Connection 
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Mercy Family Center, Metairie (3 clinic locations) 

mercy.net 

 Founded in 1992, Mercy Family Center serves an average of 2,500 (1250 children) in all of 

southeast Louisiana. 

 Mission: As the Sisters of Mercy before us, we bring to life the healing ministry of Jesus through 

our compassionate care and exceptional service. 

 Proposed program and funding impact: Mercy Family Center is a primary referral site for the 

identification and treatment of mental disorders. The organization has witnessed a rise in anxiety 

in children over the past two years and would like to expand its reach to help those in need, 

particularly during this challenging time.  35% of its patients rely on Mercy’s charity care for 

mental health treatment.  Note that $20,000 would provide charity care for 350 patient visits 

suffering mental health challenges.  Though a child’s mental and emotional needs are not as 

obvious as his physical needs, good mental health allows a child to think clearly (improving 

academic performance), develop socially, and learn new skills.  Addressing all aspects of a child’s 

development is a key wrap-around service. 

 Checklist: 

_____ _____ _____ 

Reputation Proposed Work Connection 

 

New Orleans Right to Life Educational Foundation, Inc. - Footprints for Life Program, 
New Orleans 

ProLifeLouisiana.org/neworleans 

 Founded in 1970, New Orleans Right to Life and Louisiana Right to Life have impacted thousands 

of Louisianians in a variety of ways.  The “Footprints for Life” Program has already served over 20 

schools and hundreds of students.   

 Mission: Promote the common good and the general welfare through the advancement of 

reverence for human life, serving all parishes in the greater New Orleans area. 

Proposed program and funding impact: Footprints for Life is an elementary school-year program 

for each grade which encourages children to become actively involved in building a culture of life.  

It is based on a 60-page book written by Natasia Kissinger with Archbishop Aymond’s imprimatur.  

The program highlights monthly spiritual and corporal works of mercy, bible verses, spiritual 

adoption, prayer, and activities for each grade.  Funding is needed to purchase books and 

materials and provide training so that low-income schools and parishes can share in this program 

which teaches respect for all life.  The importance of teaching children at an early age the 

importance of respect for human life is shown by the number of young girls having abortions, 

children involved in violence, disrespect for authority, and the list goes on.  If we don’t convince 

our children at an early age that all human life deserves respect, when they are older it is too 

late. These type of wrap-around spiritual services are truly essential to the well-being of the 

child. 

 Checklist: 

_____ _____ _____ 

Reputation Proposed Work Connection 
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St.  Stephen School, New Orleans 

ststepehncs.org 

 Founded in 1852, St. Stephen serves 200 students principally from Orleans parish.  

 Mission: The mission of the school is to help each student entrusted to them to reach his full 

potential and to provide a structured and loving Catholic environment in which each can flourish. 

 Proposed program and funding impact: One of the greatest needs of St. Stephen is a Literacy Lab 

for students in kindergarten through seventh grade. The literacy lab would focus on remediating 

reading and comprehension skills in a cooperative learning environment which promotes 

collaboration among students.  The funds would be used to purchase a “best practice program” 

and materials to aid in advancing students academically in reading. Reading is essential, serving 

as a basic building block for learning, regardless of the school subject. The funding of a literacy 

lab would provide an essential wrap-around academic service to each of the students of St. 

Stephen. 

 Checklist: 

_____ _____ _____ 

Reputation Proposed Work Connection 

 

Therapeutic Family Services, (a division of Catholic Charities), New Orleans    
ccano.org 

 Catholic Charities was founded in 1938. The Therapeutic Family Services Program was founded in 

1986. At the present time, 7 children, with capacity for up to 24 children are being cared for 

by TFS.  Additional homes were damaged by Hurricane Ida.  CCANO is attempting to help with 

repairs so that more children can be taken in. 

 Mission: Impelled by the love and teaching of Jesus Christ, while respecting the dignity and 

potential of all people, we collaborate to offer life-giving programs, advocate for the voiceless, 

and empower the vulnerable to foster a just society. 

 Proposed program and funding impact: TFS matches children with moderate to severe emotional, 

behavioral, or developmental problems or medically fragile children with families who provide 

specialized foster care. Children in foster care need strong relationships with caring adults, a 

network of social support, and services to cope with the challenging circumstances of home 

removal.  Children are referred through the Department of Children and Family Services. 
The purpose in TFS is provide the child with the parental support and home life that they are 
unable to experience through no fault of their own. The funds would be used to support the 
family unit with experiences to be enjoyed together, to provide materials to support the 
learning objectives, to replace the items they are unable to access due to removal from the 
family home and enable the family to provide a semblance of a well-functioning, loving, and 
supportive home for the foster child. All of these are essential wrap-around services. 

 Checklist: 

_____ _____ _____ 

Reputation Proposed Work Connection 

 


